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Sir,


Dr. Gibbons and co-authors were not candid in their reply1 to my critique2 of their article on computerized adaptive testing for depression (CAT-DI). Their published disclosure1 was non-compliant with explicit journal policy. My critical letter2 was accepted November 26, 2012. By then, the corporation Psychiatric Assessments Inc. was operating with a plan to market computerized adaptive testing. It was registered in Delaware November 29, 2011 (File #5072041). It was cross-registered in Illinois January 23, 2012 (File #68256313). The corporation’s president was there identified as Robert D. Gibbons. Before November 2012, the corporation had also registered a fictitious (assumed) business name – Adaptive Testing Technologies, which is used on the corporate website.3 A professional operations and management executive, Mr. Yehuda Cohen, had joined the corporation. He is featured as a principal on the corporate website,3 which he established August 30, 2012.4 The website touted the early on-line publication of CAT-DI ahead of the November, 2012 print publication. The corporate website also features a professionally crafted Privacy Policy dated October 23, 2012, above a corporate address (217 N Jefferson St #600, Chicago IL 60661). The corporation’s existence was not disclosed, as required, to readers of JAMA Psychiatry. In addition, we know from a concurrent publication5 that Robert Gibbons, David Weiss, Paul Pilkonis, Ellen Frank, and David Kupfer have financial interests in the corporation, but these personal conflicts of interest also were undeclared in JAMA Psychiatry. Clearly, Psychiatric Assessments Inc. DBA Adaptive Testing Technologies had commenced operation before the reply1 was written – and CAT-DI was prominent in the corporation’s public material.3 To repeat, the disclosure provided lacked transparency and candor.





It is beyond ironic that these authors failed to comply with the clear directions of JAMA Psychiatry for disclosure while they alleged1 that my criticism2 is biased by conflict of interest. That frivolous charge just aimed to distract attention from the flaws I had flagged. These include a seriously inadequate reference population for “diagnostic screening,” lack of data on discriminant validity or test-retest reliability or sensitivity to change, lack of longitudinal data, lack of a casewise crosswalk to DSM criteria for major depression, suboptimal item response structure, and overall lack of clinical gain. Attention to such basic issues is critical when introducing vaunted new statistical methods in testing.1 Indeed, statistical innovations that lack solid clinical and methodologic grounding are of little value. Still not ready for prime time!





Sincerely,





Acknowledgment: Dr. Carroll receives royalties from licensing the Brief Carroll Depression Scale and the Carroll Depression Scale-Revised to Multi-Health Systems, Inc. (www.mhs.com)
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